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The House on Mango Street
Question 1.
Esperanza coveys that her identity is affected a lot by poverty, which is plenty on her street. Her house also shows how poor Esperanza and her parents are. As the story continues, she desires to have a real home, which changes her character to show her determination to overcome the challenges in her life (Cisneros 6).
Question 2.
Families in The House on Mango Street are not bound together by blood only, though it still contributes to the family bond. They are bound by hopes and dreams. Their hopes for a better life help them overcome the issues they are facing together. Shared dreams make them stick to each other through dark and bright days. 
Question 3.
Esperanza hates her name because she inherited it from her great-grandmother who had dreams but never tries to fulfill them. She says her great-grandma sat at the window looking out of it yet she never found the courage to escape (Cisneros 8). Esperanza wants to be different from the other women who are trapped on Mango Street. Her name threatens her so much that she desires to change it so that she doesn’t end up like her great-grandmother. The author wanted to link Esperanza with her great-grandmother to show us how serious Esperanza desires to be different from the other women on Mango Street.
Question 4.
Cathy’s family is moving because Esperanza and people like her have moved into the street. She says people like Esperanza are moving, implying the Hispanics. Cathy’s family believes the neighborhood is getting bad because of Hispanics. Esperanza is hurt because Cathy was her first friend, yet Cathy says she will befriend her for one week before they move away. 
Question 5.
Esperanza’s friendships are based on true commitment and helping the people of her community. She’s a girl who feels isolated, so making friendships is hard for her. She struggles to form these connections because she is convinced they are important. As the story progresses the friendships she gets into increase in intensity and meaning. As she grows, she fits in and stops to imagine she is floating in her street. She starts to see herself as one of the people in Mango Street. 
Question 6.
Nenny and Esperanza’s age difference isn’t much, since they are seen playing together in many chapters. They have the same laugh and think in the same way. However, it’s clear that Nenny is younger than Esperanza. Esperanza feels like she has to protect Nenny. She says she is stupid but Nenny is stupider, which implies that they have a lot in common. Esperanza is more determined when compared to Nenny. 

Question 7.
Esperanza thought the box would be fancy physical. It turns out to be old and ordinary. However, it sings wonderfully (Cisneros 45). She pretends she doesn’t want the box because she doesn’t want to appear stupid before her sister, who doesn’t hide her curiosity and desire to have the box. The box isn’t beautiful on the outside yet it’s amazing in the inside. The owner tells them he isn’t selling. The girls are different because Esperanza would rather suffer than agree with something that doesn’t reach the standards she wants. This might be why she is contemplating changing her name instead of changing her personality. Nenny doesn’t care about standards and class since she shows openly that she is interested in the box. 
Question 8.
They play together and later move into houses built by each other. Shared dreams and hopes make them stick together. 
Question 9.
The similes bring light-hearted tone and humor that helps the reader go through the story with a smile. The humor makes the depressing parts more bearable. The similes also create vivid images on the readers’ minds, making the story more real. Esperanza gets more insightful and smart as the story progresses.
Question 10.
Marin dreams of romance and love, and wants to escape the idea of getting married to a rich man. She is trying to fly away, just like everyone else in Mango Street. Esperanza doesn’t see Marin as a role model because she knows Marin will fail and b send back to Puerto Rico. She can’t identify with Marin because Marin is more of a trouble maker. 
Question 11.
Esperanza doesn’t like herself or her life. She thinks she is poor and unwanted, which is not the case. As she grows throughout the novel she changes, which changes the dreams she has for herself. Her sister doesn’t see her as a poor person and appreciates their life the way it is. 
Question 12.
The long titles provide details about the characters and what will happen. They give us more information on what will happen in the story. They make the reader anticipate what will happen and create a happy mood since they are hilarious. The long titles show how funny the characters’ lives are. Children are innocent and naïve. They don’t know anything, so their beliefs and actions are affected a lot by what they have learned about each other. 
Question 13.
Esperanza is briefly distracted by Cathy, who appears exotic. However, the relationship is short-lived since they part ways after a week. Alicia is busy and never gets time to be with Esperanza. Marin and Alicia are very different. Marin is saving money to return to Puerto Rico and marry her boyfriend. Alicia is more responsible since she helps her father and takes care of the house since her mother is dead. Esperanza doesn’t want to be tied down or to wait for someone to come as save her (Cisneros 57).


Question 14.
Esperanza is religious. She uses the sky to show that God can be found in small things, things that the poor can afford. She looks at the sky and says it’s not enough for all the people in her street. She, however, uses it to hold on to her dreams. 
Question 15.
Esperanza says that her name means ‘hope’. Despite its meaning hope she hates because it’s Mexican and because she is named after her great grandmother. She thinks her sister’s full name is ugly. She envies Nenny because Nenny has a nickname. She desires to give herself a name that is more like her character and settles on Zeze (Cisneros 34). 
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